respective fields, and deal with bacterial systems (Ames tests) (McGregor); with other sub-mammalian tests (Anderson); cytogenetic mutagenesis tests (Dean); cell transformation assays (Styles), and with Drosophila as an excellent in vivo system (Auerbach). Important chapters discuss the way to minimize human exposure (Ames), extrapolation to man (Ehrenberg and OftedaI), and the implications for cancer risks (Ashby), as well as the significance to man of genetic damage against the background of known genetic disease (Bridges). Mutagenicity testing as an aspect of governmental regulatory functions is also considered (Draper). A final and wide ranging roundtable discussion (chaired by Lord Ritchie-Calder) raised many points of theory and practice, including the problems of regulation.
The whole book is a very readable account of a topical subject, and is recommended as a useful and brief introduction to a complex, important and practical field.
PAUL E POLANI

Professor ofPaediatric Research Guy's Hospital Medical School. London
Orofacial Pains: Differential Diagnosis W E Bell 2nd edn pp 373 £26.75 London: YB Medical 1980 This book is written for general dental practitioners, particularly those trained in the United States where, as stated, 'Much of the practice of dentistry is examination for treatment not examination for differential diagnosis'. However, this attempt to clarify the difficult subject of facial pain is not, to my mind, a success. The text is somewhat confusing and difficult to read. The illustrations are even more confusing and the nomenclature is often out of date. The references are plentiful and this is probably the best feature of the book.
ROBIN BRET DAY
Consultant Dental Surgeon Guy's Hospital, London
A Manual of Dermatology 2nd edn D M Pillsbury & C L Heaton pp 360 £13 London:Saunders1980 This is an excellent and authoritative introduction to dermatology. It is a beautifully presented work and is a delight to read. The colour photographs are of a very high standard, although several are overexposed. The text is concise, relevant and mostly up-to-date: for instance, the recent work of 13-Cis retinoic acid in acne vulgaris is included.
There are a number of statements with which one might take issue. In the treatment of dermatitis herpetiformis, a starting dose of dapsone of 200-300 mg per day seems too high, when most dermatologists would start on 100 mg per day. In the discussion of the use of methotrexate in psoriasis, the recommendation that liver biopsy should be performed every six months is a little harsh, and probably every 1-2 years is adequate.
In addition, a starting dose of methotrexate of 25 mg per week is too high, especially in the elderly.
However 
